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Reading Skills 
Level 5 

 
Activity 2 Culture & Beliefs 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Christians have the guy on the cross as their symbol - isn’t that adulating suffering beyond 

belief?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I knew there would be trouble in the Middle East – terrorists’ breeding ground. You’ve got 

the Israelis making themselves into the best fighting machines backed with American Jewish 

money and you got the Muslims backed by the oil money mainly bought by the West – course 

there’s going to be war – Religion? Got nothing to do with it – it’s all about money!” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You can see them on the streets.. banging those drums, clashing those cymbals… making a 

racket… no hair, wearing those orange sarongs.. reckon its about peace – its not - its about 

begging”    
 

Buddhism, through the practice of 

pratityasamutpada – ‘the theory of 

interdependence’ – seeks to widen our 
work-view. In that we are all 

dependent upon each other so the 
practice of love rather than hate causes 

ripples throughout the world. 

Christianity 

 

“I am among you as he that serveth”  

 

Jesus Christ did not recognise 

differences but rather embraced the 

diversity of the human being and sought 

to love and care for each to his 

fullest capacity. 

Islam is a belief in a single God - the same one but with a different name as for the Jewish and Christian 
religions - and the name for that God is Allah. Muslims – those who practice Islamic law – believe that 
there is a community of believers irrespective of race, country or hierarchy. It is this community that 
upholds as precious beyond all things – the Qur’an. This contains the words of Allah through the prophet 
Mohammed. The Qur’an is the book that binds all Muslims together as a community as it provides laws to 
abide by that are deemed to be word of Allah. 

Hinduism seeks to promote and practice ways that enable the individual to become a better human 
being living in harmony with the world. This is considered the “dharma” or the “right thing to do 
ethically and morally as a human creature”. This religion seeks to find the truth of human existence in 
all ways and it is ultimately up to the individual to find her or his own ‘truth’. All other religions are 
encompassed by this one as it seeks to contain no one, but rather to enlighten all in any way that 
suits the individual. Our personal spiritual journey is through the diversity of living rather than through 
one religious process. 
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Activity 2 Cont’d 
 
 
Research the historical and current context of these texts and describe the 

differences/similarities 

a) Between the religions originally 

b) Between the perceptions of these religions in history and the perceptions now. 

Make a KEY Statement here that is a summation of your research results 

 

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  
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Reading Skills 
Level 5 

 
Activity 10 She clasped him passionately… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

It was a baking noonday sun. The mazy mounds of dirt shimmered in the heat as hordes of bikers 
and bikes screamed over hills ready for the first tournament of the year. 
 
The silver-plated helmet with the raging fiery dragons emblazoned in scarlet across its back and on 
the matching coverall and boots, bespoke an adversary who was a professional. The motorcycle 
itself was a vision of scarlet, silver and chrome. A top-of-the-line Hijatsing, this was one bike that 
drew a crowd with one rev of her engine! 
 
The slenderness of the rider belied her innate grace and strength, and the fact that she was an 
experienced rider! 
 
Hurtling off to the start line Skye reflected on her angry words that morning. She and Gregor had 
argued over her entry into this semi-professional competition. No other women were riding, the race 
itself was a no holds barred race which would see her being hurt and she had just recovered from 
concussion after a charity ride that went wrong because amateurs had been allowed to enter as 
well as the professionals. 
 
She could not help the adrenaline rush that hit her every time she revved her bike up to do those 
standing starts at the start gate. It was in her blood! 
 
It was on! The race official threw down the flag and ran!  Skye was out first gunning her bike to 
gain all the torque she could to build speed and endurance. Her silvery-blonde, waist-length hair 
streamed out behind her and she seemed barely to be in the seat but literally flying through the air. 
There was no one near enough to even try to stop or block her pace – they had to fight amongst 
themselves with many being pushed off bikes at the finish line. 
 
Skye was through the finish line! She pulled off her helmet wearily and shook her wild mane of 
silver-blonde hair. Suddenly Gregor was there – in her arms, and she clasped him passionately, all 
anger forgotten 
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Activity 10 Cont’d 
 
 

Read the story then determine: 

- Who the audience might be and underline the key words and the 

connotations behind them that enables you to arrive at that conclusion 

- How you would re-write that to interest a different audience 

 

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  
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Reading Skills 
Level 5 

 
Activity 15 Plain-Speak 
 

 
Globalization is such a pervading force that often we are unaware of the extent of 

its impact. Influences via the Internet, emails and instant communication around 
the world result in our own culture taking on a smattering of different languages 

and symbols from a range of cultures that are now part of the fabric of our own 
social, economic and personal lives e.g. computer viruses, virtual relationships, 
global marketing via websites. The overwhelming array of information to process 

on a daily basis requires internal cognitive skills that can scan, interpret and 
‘download’ information into ‘plain-speak’! 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Eyewitness of workplace accident: 
Sergio filled out the accident report form. He wrote that the 

“alarm was off” when Sharon caught her hand in the machine. 

When he verbally described the incident he waved his arms 

about when he said “the alarm it is going off louder and 

loud... she put hand in machine” 

Supervisor said to Sergio: 

So the alarm rang before Sharon put her 

hand in the machine. The alarm is sounded 

to tell you that there is a problem with the 

machine and to turn it off before calling 

maintenance.  

The use of the client as the focus, the source of the training program enables the 

trainer/teacher to quickly address the individual “gaps” in skills that the client demonstrates. 

Instead of writing for the whole group to “get to fractions at level 2” the individual can work 

from a base level to the required level when the need occurs. 

This dynamic approach requires a “lack of control” on the part of the trainer/teacher yet 

does not require a facilitator as the trainer/teacher still needs to provide the ‘knowledge of 
how to calculate 12 ½ % of that dress” to enable the individual who wants to become a sales 

assistant the skills to understand this process”. The trainer/teacher is the guide and source 

of information to direct the learner not the arbiter of learning - s/he enables the learning 

experiences and attends to the slight improvement as they occur to accelerate the learning 

process. 

If the actual learning needs of the individual are addressed as they occur the faster the 

learning. The trainer/teacher does not “1:1” with the learner but sets up a an on-going 

program, as demonstrated in the previous page, that determines the direction of the 

individual who then determines the pace and the content. 

Peripherals to computers that enable you to take all your information and ‘hang it 
around your neck’! Those sorts of technological advances have the unparalleled 
potential for creative growth and workplace flexibility that is limitless. This 
technological breakthrough has ramification in terms of archiving, in terms of 
privacy and, of course, in terms of ‘info-sharing’! 
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Activity 15 Cont’d 
 
 
Read the information provided below then re-phrase these workplace texts 

into Plain English e.g. Take this example of ‘what was said by Sergio’ and what was 

actually MEANT by Sergio that the supervisor then re-phrased in Plain English 

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  
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Reading Skills 
Level 5 

 
Activity 21 Self Assessment 
 

Name ...................................................  

Aspects of 

Communication 
Task Activity Description Date Task 

Self Assessment Activity 

- determines own activity at 

this level 

Date 

Public 

Communication 
1 What is of value?  1   

 2 Culture and Beliefs  2   

 3 What was your start?  3   

 4 What is in a word or a phrase?  4   

 5 Who is under the influence?  5   

System 

Communication 
6 Your story is…  6   

 7 According to the map…  7   

Cooperative 

Communication 
8 They decided that….  8   

 9 Editing Notes  9   

 10 She clasped him passionately.   10   

 11 The demographics are …  11   

Personal 

Communication 
12 Terrorism & Me  12   

 13 Stories of Surviving  13   

 14 Family Profiles  14   

Technical 

Communication 
15 Plain-Speak  15   

 16 Planning Process  16   

Procedural 

Communication 
17 Follow this chart  17   

 18 What is the order?  18   

 19 What is the credibility?  19   

 20 
It is the perception not the 

truth 
 20   
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